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AnAiIICsumey tezmvisitcd YrtlwetokAtoll during Msy 11-17, 197?,
to conduct n preli~inary radiological survey tward develcpf!?~a
more detailed curvey progrnm to be conducted this fall in ~nt~cipfi:ion
of c!econtumtnztingand rehabilitating the Atoll prior to rcturu to its
original wncrs. sil~l]ltfln~o~~with the AHC ~u~ey t~(lmViSitp t~I.:

Ikfense Nuclear A~ency <I?:L4)was making preparations for a ~eri(s of
high explosf.vecratering experiments.

.

Complex rndiolo%ical conditions exist on Runit Ielnnd (Yvonne), 7niwPtak
Atoll, due to eevernl nuclear device~ exploded on ‘unit from 1951
throu~h 1959 and subsequent earth finddebris moving activities. ThP
historical records of operation on itunitcon~ain some contr~dictions
with respect to radioactive waste dispooal, although several alpha wnste
burial grounds are known to exi6t in the Atoll.

The AI?C’Sprelldnary radiological survey has located a plutonium bear-
ing a~indleyer ouccropplng on tileoce.’nside of the Runit mid-i~land

1

area end~ simi~nrlys the nppareut existence of plutonium fra~entc ond
graina on the Islznd eurffice. The areas containing these surface plu-
tonium contarcinctionsare not yet clenrly deli.nestedbut appear to 5e
extensive. Fu?ther, contaminated scrap metal debris IS locfitec?tb.rouSh-
out the Island.

On M:y 17, Mr. Roger Ray, Aa~istant Mmmger fcr C’per.qtione,N.’,arrived ;
—.l

at ~niwetok with a group Gi Fniwetokese council wembcro and their )
lawyer, being ebcorted by Trust Territory offici.~lc. T5c t.lCrul,-tiey;
team briefed Mr. Ray on thpir fin~~il~~ and their concern Bt,cF~tthe
possibility of high alpha coatamin~cion on Runit lBIEWU1. fir.R:iy then /
briefed a tecm of arrivl.figworkeru from Scripps InstituEc arjdil’!At6
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Pacific Crater@ ~xperiment (PAW) personnel on the preliuinfiry”–
fimding6 of the AEC survey teem.

1

DXA/PACE decided to continue their
work on Runit In prepar~tion for their hi~h exploeive excavation
experimcnta while the Scripps Institute per80nncl decided to leave
the Atoll.

J

The A~C survey team advised the DIJA/PALTpersonnel that
they did not coneider PACE rridl.olosicnlprecautions atiadequate.

On returning to Kwajalcin on M.ly20, Mr. Rsy sent a meEscge to Air~
Force uutl]c:riti.cs recommending that l{unitIslnr,dbe quarcntinet, j
This recommendation was based upon the fnct that the ro.~dbewccr the

?

dock and the PA/.Zwork areas pasaes directly thrcu~h the hiShly con-
ttuain~tedaren ar,dthat trucks ond other earthmoving equiprwnt were
trannltin~ the contaminated area~ and were being taken off Runi.t
Island to o:her i~landa. Hie recommend~!tjonindic:.tedthe nerd for ~..
cesaritionof all operations and trnffic to Runit Isl~nd uncll cdequ~te’

)
survey and dccon<ornina~icu]procedures could be c~tcblished to prevent
further aggravation throtiqhdispersion of contamination to o~l~cr
i61and8 cndl~r shipping facili~ies.

The analy8iu of several fragments collected by the AEC sun’~y t~cm 18
now underway at LLL and ~hould bc av~ilnble widlf.nthe next WCC;:.
Other envi.ronnental samples collected by the team will require sc’;erai
weeks for analysis.

I’he Mcroue8im visitor6 were not infor~~d of thi~ Concaminatior,

problem.

!’

DY4 has advised fi,Cthat the PALT wozk on Runit has been discontinued ‘-)
and the I~land ie under quarantine. General CarrGll H. Dunn, Director,
DNA, has indicated to General Gillcr that their immediate planb are to J
eend a ~L~ radiological 8urvey team to F.uni.tIsland, wizh appzopriaze
UC techuical assistance, to coaduc: a detailed survey of the F!,:llwork
area8. ‘i%eresults of chcir 8urv2y will be used to de$ermine Lile
feasibility of conducting the PAZ experiment aG planed, or with appro-
priate precautions or the neceecity of aclecticg ano~hex site.
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